Emergency contraception use and the evaluation of barrier contraceptives. New challenges for study design, implementation, and analysis.
The availability of emergency contraception (EC) introduces new complexities to barrier contraceptive evaluation. Researchers must determine whether the primary objective of interest is to measure the effectiveness of the barrier plus EC back-up or the effectiveness of the barrier alone. Barrier contraceptive effectiveness study protocols must specify what study volunteers will be told about EC, under what conditions EC will be dispensed, what information about EC use will be collected, and how EC use will be addressed during data analysis.